*CAT AND MOUSE'                                 449

future. This assertion, does it perhaps proceed from the
1 fact that you were thinking of an India which, as a do-
minion, would be obliged in certain circumstances to take
part in armed measures of the Empire and in eventual
sanctions of the League of Nations?

I repeat, my objections do not concern your relative
appreciation in regard to the violent struggle for freedom.
But they are aimed solely at the fact that you, who personal-
ly uphold a more sublime form of struggle and who from
several points of view have carried out this struggle within
the frontiers of the British Empire, are at the same time
morally encouraging the militarization of your own coun-
try rather than opposing it, and that at a time when any
national arnjament begins to be a menace for the whole
of humanity^ My objections, likewise, are directed against
your collaboration in the preparation of a national Indian
State, organized on the same lines as the Western States,
in which, according to the supplementary report of the
enlarged Nehru Committee, published in the Indian For-
ward of the 21st December 1928, there would function a
Committee of Defence formed by the Prime Minister, the
Minister of Defence, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, the Commander of the
Air Forces, the Commander of the Naval Forces and the
Chief of the General Staff, whilst the Head of the Govern-
ment, in the event of India being attacked, or if he should
consider it as the victim of an aggression, will have the
right to raise what money he will esteem necessary for the
security of India or of any part of it.*

It seems to us, that in acting in quite a different
manner from Tolstoy, you put too much confidence in
measures of bourgeois policy, and that you participate in

?Committee of Defence, Minister of Defence; then in paragraph
77: in the event of foreign aggression on India or upon his being satisfied
thai there is a reasonable apprehension of sack aggression. As one can see, all
that is borrowed from Western States, where, in order to tranquillize
public opinion, one is beginning today to speak of "Ministry of Defence"
and where one declares the intention of only defending oneself against
aggression or against that which is considered as aggression.